
























































inside the chamber 

Ch 734 State personnel system 
changes 
HF:2032 - Berglin, *SF1864 -
Chenoweth 
Improves testing procedures, tightens 
provisions relating to provisional 
appointments, provides for a pilot 
reliability-based band width certifica
tion program, alters certain require
ments for appointment and benefit 
eligibility, establishes special proce
dures for filling certain positions, pro
vides for modified reimbursements of 
costs, and provides for notification of 
appeal rights. Effective: Day follow
ing final enactment. Section 1 7 
expires June 30, 1980. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Ch 727 DWI - statute changes 
HF1515 - Arlandson, *SF804 -
Davies 
Changes sections of the law relating 
to DWI (driving while under the 
influence). Increases the maximum 
penalty to $500, in agreement with all 
misdemeanor violations. Clarifies cir
cumstances relating to testing proce
dures. Provides procedures for the 
limitation, suspension, revocation, 
and reinstatement of driving privi
leges. Provides for alcohol problem 
assessments. Effective: Some sections 
effective day following final enact
ment. Others effective September 1, 
1978 and shall apply to all offenses 
committed on or after that date. 

Ch 596 Fencing of unused open pit 
mines 
*HF523 - Begich, SFl 797 -
Johnson 
Requires fences around all open pit 
mines immediately after a mine 
ceases operations for six consecutive 
months. Mines already out of opera
tion have one year after the effective 
date to erect fences. Effective: 
November 1, 1979. 

Ch 680 Financing and installation of 
911 emergency telephone service 
*HF2267 - Hanson, SF2128 - S. 
Keefe 
Provides that the general revenue 
fund will supply funds to finance the 
911 system. Effective: Day following 
final enactment. 

Ch 587 Requirements for signaling 
turns 
*HF2298 - Clark, SF1398 - Davies 
Requires all motorists to signal all 
right and left-hand turns. Effective: 
Day following final enactment. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 
Ch 795 Cooperative electric 
associations 

*HF 830 - Wenstrom, SF715 -
Nichols 

Exempts cooperative electric associa
tion from the rate-setting oversight of 
the Public Service Commission 
(PSC). Allows an association to 
become subject to rate regulation if at 
least five percent of its stockholders or 
members initiate a petition for an 
election and a majority approve of the 
change. Effective: Day following final 
enactment. 

Alters the distribution of proceeds of 
tax on certain transmission and distri
bution lines. Effective: Sections 1 to 3 
effective day following final enact
ment. Section 4 - for taxes levied in 
1978, payable in 1979 and thereafter. 
Ch 746 Utility consumer 
corporations 
*HF1131 - M. Sieben, SF939 -
Chenoweth 
Provides for representation of con
sumer interests in public utility mat
ters. Requires the consumer services 
section of the ds::partment of com
merce to represent and further the 
interests of residential utility consum
ers through paticipation in matters 
before the Public Service Commis
sion (PSC) involving utility rates and 
quality of service. Sets up a nine
member board the governor appoints 
which would establish guidelines for 
the consumer services section. Pro
vides that funds from the general rev
enue pay for the costs. Effective: Day 
following final enactment. 

RECREATION/ 
PARKS/GAME & FISH 
Ch 535 Designation of wiid, scenic 
and recreational rivers 
HF1939 - Sherwood, *SF1743 -
Willet 

members in a quick conference .. 

Ch 694 Public utilities - telephone 
companies 
*HF2461 - Hanson, SF2081 -
Johnson 
Provides that the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) will determine 
annually their costs for regulating tel
ephone companies and assess these 
costs to telephone companies in pro
portion to their gross operating reve
nues, limited to two-fifths of one per
cent. Provides how the PSC handles 
uncontested cases. Effective: August 
I, 1978. 
Ch 658 Rules concerning power 
plant sites and transmission line 
routes 
*HF2087 - Wenstrom, SF1956 -
Luther 
Extends the emergency rules of the 
Environmental Quality Board until 
July 1, 1978, or until they adopt the 
permanent rules concerning the proc
ess and procedure for designating 
power plant sites and transmission 
line routes. Clarifies the ground for 
revocation or suspension of a site cer
tificate route or suspension permit. 

Requires the commissioner of nature 
resources to make a decision on the 
designation of wild, scenic or recrea
tional rivers within 60 days after 
receiving the hearing examiner's 
report. Effective: Day following final 
enactment. 
Ch 547 Fees for taking of raccoon -
deer licenses 
*HF1297 - Reding, SF1212 -
Peterson 
Increases the fees for nonresidents to 
take raccoons to $50 in addition to the 
small game license fee. Allows the 
commissioner of natural resources to 
set a limit on the number of raccoons 
a nonresident can take and provides 
for an identification tagging system of 
raccoon carcasses. Prohibits the sale 
of deer licenses during the firearms 
season. Effective: Sections 1 to 7 are 
effective March 1, 1979, Sections 8 to 
10 are effective the day following final 
enactment. 
Ch 594 Leeches - two line fishing -
tip-ups 
*HF449 - Begicb, SF526 - Johnson 
Puts leeches into the definition of a 

minnow. regulates non-resident min
now haulers, regulates non-resident 
minnow dealers, allows the commis
sioner of natural resources to author
ize two line angling in designated 
areas in Lake Superior by other than 
licensed commercial anglers, and 
allows tip-ups if the person fishing is 
within 80 feet. Effective: Thirty days 
after final enactment. 

RESOLUTIONS 
R002 Funds for Milwaukee Road 
*HFl 930 - Osthoff, SFl 760 -
Purfeerst 
Urges the President, Congress, and 
the secretary of transportation to pro
vide necessary grants and loans to the 
Milwaukee Road rail line. 

R003 Resolution on MIA's and 
POW's 
*HF2177 - Jensen, SF1973 -
Chmielewski 
A resolution expressing the concern 
of the Minnesota Legislature for 
unaccounted MIA's and POW's 
(Missing in Action and Prisoners of 
War). Urges action by the national 
leadership to end the heartache the 
lack of information about these ser
vicemen has caused. 

TAXES 
Ch 741 Inheritance taxes 
*HF551 - Vanasek, SF1522 -Olhoft 
Clears up some inconsistencies and 
vague language in the present inheri
tance tax laws. Provides for the trans
fer of jointly held property to heirs of 
decedent joint tenant. Clarifies mari
tal exemption provisions. Provides for 
a deduction for certain taxes on 
estates of nonresidents. Clarifies time 
for filing and extension. Provides for 
abatement of penalties in cases of rea
sonable reasons for delay. Effective: 
August 1, 1978. 

discuss legislation. 
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Ch 721 Omnibus tax bill 
*HF2250 - W. Kelly, SF2051 -
Mccutcheon 
Provides approximately $105 million 
in tax relief. Repeals the state sales 
tax on home heating fuels. Increases 
the personal income tax credit from 
$30 to $40 for taxes paid in 1978. 
Establishes a homemaker credit of 
$50 for parents earning less than 
$25,000 a year who take care of their 
children in their home. Raises the eli
gibility ceilings for the existing 
"working poor programs," which pro
vides total income-tax forgiveness to 
people below certain income levels. 
Repeals the employers' excise tax. 
Reduces the tax rates for those with 
incomes of $25,000 or more. Provides 
an annual tax credit of $140 for mem
bers of the National Guard. Provides 
a $7,200 exclusion from state income 
taxes for recipients of public and pri
vate pensions, excluding Social 
Security and railroad benefits which a 
pensioner receives plus any earned 

income over $13,000 a year. Effective: 
All income tax provisions are effective 
for taxable years after December 31, 
1 977. The sales tax exemption on 
heating fuels is effective immediately. 
And the excise tax repeal is effective 
for wages paid after June 30, 1978. 

TRANSPORTATION 
Ch 739 Bicycle regulations 
*HF474 - Kahn, SF2058 -
Gunderson 
Makes regulation changes for bicy
clists. Prohibits motor vehicles from 
using bicycle lanes except when turn
ing, when parking in permitted park
ing areas, or when leaving the 
highway. Allows bicyclists to use 
their right hand when signaling a 
right turn. Requires bicyclists to fol
low the same traffic regulations as 
drivers of any other vehicles with cer
tain exceptions. Prohibits carrying 
passengers except in cases where the 
bicycle equipment includes a baby 
carrier or when the bicycle has two 

House members and staff said goodbye in 
tributes to Speaker Martin Sabo and 

Minority Leader Henry Savelkoul, 
March 24, 1978. 

Sabo plans to nm for Congress after 18 
years in the House. Savelkoul is returning 

to private life and his law practice. 
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Correction: In February, SESSION incorrectly reflected Rep. Howard 
Neisen's position on legislation on charge accounts. 
Rep. Neisen (DFL-Mounds View) supports the concept of a bill he 
introduced in 1976 which did not become law. It would have required 
retailers who provide open-end credit to compute the finance charge on 
the average daily balance during each monthly billing cycle, which 
balance would include only purchases the retailer billed previously and 
remained unpaid. 

seats. Requires bicyclists to ride on 
the right-hand side of the road with 
certain exceptions. Requires certain 
bicycle equipment. Prohibits bicy
clists from riding on sidewalks in bus
iness districts unless local authorities 
permit it. Requires bicyclists to give 
pedestrians the right of way. Effec
tive: August 1, 1978. 

Ch 569 Construction of interstate 
highway 1-94 
*HF1965 - Hanson, SF2031 -
Mccutcheon 
Directs the department of transporta
tion to use the existing trunk highway 
No. 12 betwen highways I-94 and I-
694, 494 to the St. Croix River in 
Central Washington County for the 
construction of interstate highway I-
94. Effective: August 1, 1978. 

Ch 740 I-35E Moratorium lift 
*HF 544 - A. Kempe, SF543 - Vega 
Lifts the ban on construction of high-

way I-35E in St. Paul. Permits a four 
lane parkway going from West Sev
enth Street into the downtown area 
with a connection to the junction of 
Highways I-35E North and I-94. Pro
hibits routing l-35E over the Lafay
ette Freeway and prohibits 
connecting Lafayette Freeway with I-
94 or I-35E. Requires the Metropoli
tan Council to do an environmental 
impact study on the highway before 
September 1, 1979. Effective: Day 
following final enactment. 

Ch 636 Personalized license plates -
recreational vehicles, trucks 
*HF1967 - Simoneau 
Allows owners of a van or pickup 
truck over 9,000 pounds to get per
sonalized license plates; prohibits the 
owner from using the plates for com
mercial advertising. Effective: August 
I, 1978. 

Ch 667 Rail user loan guarantee 
program 
*HF2192 - Stanton, SF2017 -
Penny 
Establishes a rail user loan guarantee 
program to assist rail users (shippers) 
who participate in contracts for rail 
line rehabilitation. Provides that the 
state would guarantee 90 percent of 
the loan plus interest. Effective: Day 
following final enactment. 

Ch 570 Surety bonds of motor 
vehicle dealers - definition of "bus" 
*HF1966 - Neisen, SF1980 - WilJet 
Extends protection that motor vehicle 
dealer surety bonds provide to any 
transferrer or seller; authorizes the 
issuance of nontransferrable certifi
cates of title; changes the definition of 
a "bus" so that it doesn't include vehi
cles a manufacturer designs for carry
ing more than 10, but less than 14, 
passengers and that people operate 
for personal or family use. Effective: 
Day following final enactment. 

VETERANS/MILITARY 
Ch 532 National Guard - increased 
pay for active duty 
HF2008 - Hokanson, *SF1693 -
Schmitz 
Increases the pay for enlisted national 
guard persons on active duty from 
$12 to $35 a day. Effective: August 1, 
1978. 

Ch635 Veterans - classification of 
records 
*HF1945 - Birnstihl, SF1788 -
Lessard 
Classifies veterans' service medical 
records as private data.Effective: 
August 1, 1978. 
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Almanac 
Minnesota 

a bit of 
history 

In 1848, the people of the Territory of Minnesota, with pride 
in their progress, wanted a territorial seal to stamp their official 
deeds with the mark of their strength and accomplishments. The 
Territorial Legislature authorized Governor Alexander Ramsey 
and Congressional Delegate Henry H. Sibley to choose a design 
and motto. 
The two men selected a drawing that gave expression to the domi
nant sentiment of the time: The white man is here with his plow; 
the Indian must go. Its Latin motto translated into what is now 
archaic language, "If ain would see what lies beyond." 
As Minnesota moved toward statehood, the Constitutional Con
vention met and approved a state seal design that disappeared in 
the confusion surrounding the formation of the state's constitu
tion. But the adopted constitution did charge the Legislature to 
provide a seal and motto. The first Legislature passed an appro
priate resolution, which somehow never reached Governor Henry 
H. Sibley, the same man who was the Congressional delegate in 
1848. 
In the absence of that legislative directive, Sibley, fond of the 
territorial seal he had played a role in developing, acted to modify 
that original design. He changed the words, "The Great Seal of 
Minnesota 1849" to "The. Great Seal of the State of Minnesota 
1858, JJ added a motto in French, "L'Etoile Du Nord" (The Star of 
the North), and ordered engravers to produce it. The Legislature 
approved the seal in 1861. 
Twenty years later, on the evening of March 1, fire destroyed the 
Capitol. People saved records, books and other valuables from 
the flames, but not the state seal. 
In the twilight of the following day, Peter A. Bergsma, a business
man from Holland, passing the ruins, caught the gleam of a brass 
object in the ashes and rubble. He slipped it into his pocket and 
went on his way. It was, of course, the great seal. 
Bergsma returned to Holland, but eventually settled in England. 
He forgot about the shiny souvenir until a day in 1894 when he 
came upon it in his desk, recognized it for what it was, and 
realized he somehow must return it to Minnesota. 
His opportunity came in 1901 when Mr. and Mrs. J. Dyer of St. 
Paul stopped in Bergsma's city while on a European trip. Bergsma 
had met Dyer during his stay in Minnesota, and it was to Dyer 
that Bergsma entrusted the seal for its journey home. 
Dyer gave the seal to Governor S.R. Van Sant. Van Sant agreed 
with the secretary of state that the original great seal of the State 
of Minnesota depicting the pioneer at his plow; the Indian on his 
horse, riding into the sunset, should rest in a place of honor in the 
Minnesota Historical Society where it is today. 

31 



Minnesota House of 

Publication of House Information Office 
Room 8, State Capitol 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 (~'\. 
(612) 296-2146 ~1t 

Editor: Jean Steiner 
Staff: Susan Shepard, Jean Mehle, 
Marcia Balcken, Laura Klopp, Sonja Quanbeck 
Photography: Tom Olmscheid 

Public Information Overview Committee: 
Rep. Linda Berglin, Chairwoman (DFL-Mpls.) 
Reps. Bruce (Buzz) Anderson (DFL-Slayton), 
John Biersdorf (IA-Owatonna), William Dean (IR
Mpls.), Dwayne King (DFL-Golden Valley), C. 
Thomas Osthoff (DFL-St. Paul), and James 
Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud) 

tudent 
in the 
proce 

For more information on student programs 
and names of people to contact call 
House information (612)296-2146. 

HIGH SCHOOL PAGES 

Mary Jane Hedstrom, 
administrator of the High 
School Page Program, 
directs students in their 
daily activities: learning 
about government; keeping 
members' bill and Journal 
files up-to-date; distributing 
messages, amendments, and 
other documents on the 
House floor. 

PROJECT 120 

Urban Concerns' Work
shops Incorporated sponsors 
Project 120 students, high 
school juniors and seniors, 
in a government studies 
program: meeting with leg
islators (at right, House 
Majority Leader Irvin 
Anderson) and speakers 
from the Senate, Supreme 
Court, and executive 
branch; observing House 
and Senate sessions, and 
committee meetings. 

ESSAY CONTEST 

Junior high essay contest ended at a 
special mock session at 1:30 p.m., 
Sunday, May 21st in the House 
Chamber. 

COLLEGE INTERNS 
Julie Roles, (at right) coordinates the 

college intern program where students 
may: work with a member; monitor 

committees; research bills; handle con
stituent communications; work with 

caucus research offices; the House 
Information Office; or committee staff. 
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